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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

1. Claims 1-5, 11-16, 22, 25-30, 36, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Lee (US 6,557,447). 

Lee discloses all the recited elements of the invention including a tension spring 
assembly (e.g., Figure 3), a cam assembly (e.g., Figure 4), a cover assembly (e.g., 
Figure 4) including a handle (e.g., 36) adjustably coupled with the cam assembly (e.g., 
at 33), and an index indicator (80). Regarding claims 3, 13, 26-27, a tension spring 
(e.g., 70), a fine adjustment assembly (e.g., 60/61), and a plunger (e.g., 40). Regarding 
claims 4-5, 14-16, and 28-30, the cam assembly comprising a cam (e.g., 30) including a 
cam actuation member (e.g., 34, 35) and a pin (e.g., 33), and a cam actuator (e.g., 32). 
Regarding claims 1 1 and 36, a securing assembly (e.g., Figure 4, unlabeled). 
Regarding claims 25 and 39, a standard blade tensioning device (e.g., Figures 1-2). In 
addition, Lee discloses a band saw comprising a lower band wheel (e.g., 16) operatively 
engaged with a motor (e.g., 15), a lower band wheel (e.g., 17), a band saw blade (e.g., 
18), and a sliding tension bracket (e.g., 20). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 6-1 0, 17-21, and 31 -35 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed October 09, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicants contend that the Office Action failed to specifically cite the elements in 
the Lee reference which correspond to the elements recited in the pending claims. 
Applicants argue that the device of the Lee reference does not include a cover 
assembly as claimed and the Office Action does not include how Lee's device applies "a 
force to the tension spring assembly" or "the cover assembly adjustably coupled with 
the cam assembly". Applicants further contend that Lee does not disclose a cam 
assembly for applying a force to a tension spring assembly since the spring 70 is not 
physically/mechanically coupled to the eccentric wheel 30. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. As set forth above, the examiner clearly 
provided the corresponding elements in the Lee reference to the elements of the 
pending claims. For example, the tension spring assembly comprising a tension spring 
(e.g., 70), a fine adjustments assembly (e.g., 60/61), and a plunger (e.g., 40) as recited 
in claims 1, 3,12, 13, and 26-27, a cam assembly comprising a cam (e.g., 30) including 
a cam actuation member (e.g., 34, 35) and a pin (e.g., 33), and a cam actuator (e.g., 
32) as recited in claims 1, 4-5, 12, 14-16, 26, and 28-30. Furthermore, Lee does teach 
the cover assembly including the handle (e.g., 36) that can be selectively engaging with 
the cam assembly via the element 33 as claimed. Moreover, as set forth in the previous 
office action, Lee teaches the cam assembly coupled to the sliding tension bracket (e.g., 
20) which includes a stop plate (e.g., 25) which is operationally coupled to the plunger 
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(e.g., 40) which is operationally coupled to the tension spring (e.g., 70). The cam (e.g., 
30) is pivoted with the plunger (e.g., 40) and the tension spring (e.g., 70) urges the 
underside of the plunger (e.g., 40). Hence, Lee does teach the cam assembly applying 
a force to the tension spring assembly. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Choi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4504. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stephen Choi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 
4 January 2009 



